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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChBSFbG3vWw&t=7s

Greetings, people of God!

With Deacon Chris on sabbatical, studying more

Pastor’s
about the role of deacons in the church’s history, |
thought it would be helpful to do a little studying of
essage my own, starting with a look through the Bible at

the crucial and often overlooked role of deacons in
the early church.

Deacons first came on the scene as the church was in its infancy. In the Pentecost story, the Holy Spirit filled
the disciples, and they began to speak in other languages. Peter proclaimed the good news about Jesus, and,
as a result, thousands of people joined the group to worship, live, and serve together (Acts 2:43-47). People
came from all around the area, bringing those who were ill and those tormented by demons, and the
disciples were able to cure them. But a challenge soon arose: the disciples were having difficulty caring for
those in need and continuing to proclaim the good news, especially while they experienced increased
persecution.

And so seven people from the community were chosen to take on caring for those who were in need:
Stephen, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus. Only two of these are mentioned
further in the New Testament, Stephen and Philip. Stephen is considered the first martyr of the church;
quickly following his selection as deacon, he was brought up on charges of blasphemy. After speaking
passionately about the history of Israel and God’s coming in Jesus Christ, a group threw stones at him until
he died. His last words imitate the forgiveness of Jesus: “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

After Stephen’s death, the early church scattered for safety. Philip began to proclaim the good news, first
converting the town of Samaria and then meeting the Ethiopian eunuch on the road (Acts 8). His spiritual gift
of evangelism allowed him to meet people along the way, and it is something he shared with his four
daughters, who welcomed Paul late in his journey (Acts 21).

Deacons and their qualifications are mentioned several times throughout the New Testament, and they
played a central role in the life and witness of the early church. Deacons “must be serious, not double-
tongued, not indulging in much wine, not greedy for money; they must hold fast to the mystery of the faith
with a clear conscience” (1 Timothy 3). Deacons were not limited by gender, and we hear in Romans 16 how
Phoebe, a deacon of the church at Cenchrae (in Greece), should be welcomed when she arrived in Rome.

From the very beginning, the work of deacons mirrored Jesus’s work. In Mark 10:45, Jesus says: “For the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” The word ‘serve’ is the
root word in ‘deacon,” emphasizing the calling that Jesus fulfills: to serve, minister, help, and take care of
those who are in need. Deacons have guided the Church throughout its life in this mission, even in our own
congregation: “We grow in Christ to SERVE others.”

May God’s serving and caring heart call you to love others today!

Peace, Pastor Aaron
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Greetings Members of Triumphant!

As our calendar turns to June, its great to start another summer season and all

the fun that summer brings. Even though some activities are on hiatus for the @ @ @ @
summer, there are plenty of opportunities to grow here at TLC. Please be on the

lookout and feel free to help wherever you feel your talents lead you. As we SUMMER
start the summer season, | am happy that we have returned to three services
and have upcoming activities such as Vacation Bible School. The Church Council PLANS
will be meeting this month for our mid-year retreat to review our goals and
finalize activities for the rest of the year. | know many have asked when we will

stop requiring masks; we will be discussing our Covid protocols at the retreat. We are also formulating a
guestionnaire for the congregation. Please plan to participate, as we need to hear your voice.

Over the summer, you will see a few projects around the church campus such as renovating Heimer Hall for
our Mother’s Day Out program, sealing and painting our parking lot, and refinishing the front doors of the
church. These projects could not take place without your giving, so thank you for your continued generosity.
This month, many of our youth will be attending camp, so please keep these campers and their families in
your prayers as they enjoy fellowship and learn about God’s word.

When | look back at the year we have had so far, | am humbled to be part of this amazing congregation and
see how many have stepped up to help through the challenges we have faced. Being humble is a constant
theme throughout the Bible in both the Old and New Testaments. It is something that we can struggle with in
our daily lives as we get wrapped up in the world in which we live. So, as we start the summer and look
towards the second half of the year, let us remember to be humble and thankful for God’s amazing gifts. My
Bible verse for this month comes from James 4:6 NRSV — “But He gives all the more grace; therefore it says,
‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” “

Johw Gallo; TLC Council President

Welcome to TLC's Newest Members

These families joined Triumphant over the past year, and we are so happy to finally officially welcome them into their
new church family on Sunday, May 30!

Helen Bauer

Jason, lill, Evelyn, & Sam Gordon
Austin, Mallory, & Brayden Hall
Mark & Heather Hansen

Laurie Huhndorf

Don Kurtti

Kat McGrew

Nancy Patchin

Jim, April, Grace, & Frankie Phillips




Property and Resources

This ministry team lead is responsible for organizing
the care of the church grounds and buildings, and
then reporting to the Church Council. Please
consider helping coordinate the upkeep of our
church property. Send an email to John Gallo if you
are interested or have any questions. Thank youl!

Congregational Life
| Becky Sonnen

Hello Friends,

It looks like Congregational Life is finally getting a little
bit busier. For Mothers’ Day, we served up pretzels and
candy packs to our lovely mothers. On Pentecost
Sunday, we offered coffee, lemonade, and cupcakes in
celebration of our graduates. At the end of May, we had
our Church Picnic. | hope everyone is enjoying getting
back to a little bit of normalcy. Now, we are resuming
Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship.

Below is a schedule for bringing store-bought cookies.
Please consider bringing cookies on your scheduled
Sunday. Thank you!

Last Name |Date For June, we will have a little
A-B June 6 surprise for our dads on
Father’s Day. In July, we are
C-D June 13 . .
planning an ice cream party.
E-G June 20 So, let’s get ready to start
H-J June 27 having some fun!
K-L July 4 Congregational Life is all
M July 11 about finding ways to
socialize with other people
N-R July 18 L .
within our congregation and
S July 25 our community. We are
T-2 Aug 1l currently looking for

volunteers, so if you would

like to be a part of the Congregational Life Ministry or

have suggestions for activities, please text me or send
me an email. God Bless!

Praise and Thanksgiving! Praise to our Preschool staff for
making it through the school year while facing many
challenges. Thanksgiving for our teachers being
reestablished in their repaired classrooms. Praise for our
preschool graduates! Thanksgiving for the students
enrolling for the fall.

Preschool Summer camp dates:

June 7 - 11: Let's Go Camping

July 12 - 16: All About Pets

August 2 - 6: Dinosaurs, Mermaids, and Unicorns

Here is a thank you for Teacher Appreciation from one of
our teachers: Dear Members of TLC, Thank you for all the
gifts and messages this week. It was very sweet! | am
grateful for the opportunity to share God's Word with
those little ones in the preschool. — Kristin Schneider

Praise and Thanksgiving abound!

Servant Outreach

Amy Coronado

The New Braunfels Food Bank was founded to more fully
serve the surrounding community. On Saturday, June 26,
we will be volunteering in the Warehouse as well as the
Kitchen Table Pantry from 8:30am - 11am.

Let's give back by serving those in need!

Sign Up to Help at the Food Bank



mailto:johngallo02@yahoo.com
mailto:becky.richardson95@yahoo.com
mailto:becky.richardson95@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b44aaa629a2fb6-food

Council News

Ministry Support
(% Don Kurtti

Worship and Music

See page 8.
| Evangelism
Lori O’'Berg
Stewardship

Jessica Anderson

! ¥ Discipleship

9

| Aaron Theilengerdes

Council Executive Board

President: John Gallo

Vice President: Barbara Wade

Financial Secretary: Doug Hammerstrom

Treasurer: Jim Moreland

Secretary: Nicholle Seiler

June Assisting Ministers
& Readers




Knights of North Castle

Vacation Bible School

July 18 - 22, 2021
6:00pm - 8:20pm

At this summer’s Vacation
Bible School, children are
invited to be the king’s valiant
knights on a quest in search of
the king’s armor, to be strong
in the Lord, and to discover
different pieces of protective
armor—the Belt of Truth, the
Breastplate of Justice, the
Shoes of Peace, the Shield of
Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation.

Children will enjoy a week of fun activities while learning
about God. They will receive a t-shirt, so be sure to
include the correct size on the registration form.

Registration is NOW OPEN! Click here to register through
the church website. Have questions? Send an email to
Allison Moreland.

Join the Fun — Help with VBS!

| was blessed to be involved with VBS for 2 years, and
was struck each time by the energy of the kids and
volunteers, and how much fun it was to be involved with
such a great program.

¢ Not used to working with kids? Don’t worry! There
are lots of things that will need doing “in the
background” that we will need help with.

¢ Not a lot of time? The evening format makes it after
work, and provides a “lift” to the end of your day.

e Worried you'll “get stuck” with too much to do? We
will have many volunteers to tackle different tasks, so
you won’t be asked to do more than you want.

Please come join us — | think you will see the hand of
God at work in the kids and volunteers, and will be glad
you didn’t miss this opportunity to serve and worship!

— Tom O’Berg, past Discipleship Council Chair


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+26%3A4+-+18&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A21+-+24&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A7+-+11&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+6%3A1+-+5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+50%3A4+-+5&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A10+-+17&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A11+-+15&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19%3A1+-+10&version=NRSV
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/vbs
https://www.triumphantlutheran.org/vbs
mailto:allisonhmoreland@gmail.com
mailto:allisonhmoreland@gmail.com

elebrations — even the word brings a smile to

our faces and excited anticipation to our

hearts. There are many things we celebrate:
birthdays, especially first birthdays (we parents kept the
child alive for a year), people’s homecoming to Jesus
through death, a job gotten or kept, promotions,
anniversaries of all kinds, and retirement. We even
celebrate faith milestones such as baptism, first
communion, and confirmation.

Our faith is a journey, full of ups and downs, through
which God builds a faith journey that lasts. We need to
keep our eyes of faith open wide. God is working in our
hearts and has a purpose for everything. He fulfills His
promises, intentionally positioning people for His plans
and our good.

Today, let’s take a moment to celebrate the “in-
betweens” — the things between the milestone events.
Reflect, and thank Him, for what He’s done this year.
Celebrate Him and proclaim His goodness. Honor your
long story with the Lord and His working in your heart.
God says that you are worth it, and He won’t give up on
you. Thank Him for being the Lord who both sees and
hears you. As you trust Him, He grows your faith. Share
your celebration with others. It will encourage and give
hope and courage to another to move forward, plus it
glorifies God.

A common celebration, especially at this time of year, is
graduation. We have our latest class of Stephen
Ministers graduating on June 13. These ladies
(Samantha Neuzil, Nancy Patchin, and Debbie Roberts)
put their “yes” on the table when God called them into
this ministry, not knowing what it would be like.

Stephen Ministry is about being willing to serve; to care
for and about others. People are precious. When they
hurt or suffer, they deserve the best care and support
we can offer, which is why our congregation has
Stephen Ministry. Their training, commitment, and
service make them the best at providing care for people
who need it. Caregiving is one of the important jobs
God calls us to do — to love others in His name. We
thank God for His gift of these people who are joining
our other Stephen Ministers in putting their skills and

compassion to work as they care for people in our
congregation and community.

The accomplishments of our Stephen Ministers
deserve applause. Please join me in recognizing their
efforts, affirming and supporting their dedication, and
praying for them as they begin their caring ministry.
Throughout their 50 hours of training, as they prepare
to provide Christian care to their initial care receivers,
each one trusts in God to equip and teach them to be
less self-reliant and to lean more into God. They will
use both words and deeds to express Christ’s love and
compassion to others. They’ll walk alongside hurting
people, encouraging and not judging, while providing
emotional and spiritual support as they go through a
valley-of-life crisis.

God uses imperfect, broken, and flawed people to
accomplish His will. It’s not about us, but Him. When
He asks you to do something, you don’t do it alone.
God is intimately involved in the details of our lives.
There is value in relationship — with Him and others.
God puts people (like Stephen Ministers) in our lives
for a reason: It is part of how He meets us in our
messes — but loves us enough not to leave us there.

Be confident about whatever God is doing in your life.
Reflect on it, be patient in waiting and suffering as you
let go of control, trusting His sovereignty. Then, tell
others as you embrace your journey of faith and cheer
others on to celebrate their spiritual freedom, healing,
and growth.

Like our newest Stephen Ministers, make an impact on
others’ lives, especially when they really need
someone to care. Bring them Christ’s love.

Where has God blessed you so richly that you can give
back by helping others to win their tough life battles?
Give another the hope to move forward and celebrate
a happy future with a heart growing closer to God.
Help them to embrace a new chapter in life of God’s
faithfulness through triumph in a struggle

or challenge. Celebrate with Samantha,

Nancy, and Debbie as they say yes to God. 7



“Share the Love” Quilt Raffle

Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets for
the LOVE-ly handmade heart quilt. We raised $850 to
help our youth attend summer camp. Congratulations to
John Gallo for having the winning ticket!

Communion Kits

If you are worshiping from home and need (O

communion kits, send an email to Sharon (=
Hopkins to let us know. We'll be happy to
make sure you have communion elements.

Choir and Praise Band News

Great news! On June 6, the Choir is resuming singing at
our 9am service! We need your voice! We know there
are some great singers out there. Come join our group as
we have fun praising the Lord with voice and

harmony. We practice on Wednesdays at 6:30pm for
about 45 minutes. Please send an email to Ken Smith or
Carol Snyder if you have any questions. You are never
too old (or young!) to make a
joyful noise unto the Lord!

More great news! On June 6, the
Praise Band is also resuming at
the 11am service! If you play an
instrument or you like to sing in
traffic to contemporary Christian
music, the Praise Band might be the perfect way for you
to serve TLC. We are currently looking for a bass guitar
player. Practices are on Thursdays at 6:30pm at the
church. Please contact Ken Smith or Carol Snyder if you
have any questions.

Calling all Acolytes!

As we come out of this year of isolation and move things

back to normal, we are gearing up our Acolyte program.

If you have children (3rd grade+), pre-teens, or teenagers

wanting to serve our church in this important ministry,

now is the perfect time to sign up. Acolyte training on
July 25 at 10am will prepare them to begin
serving at worship on August 1. Help grow
faith, service, and confidence in your
children. Have questions? Please send an
email to Ken Smith.

*

Acolyte Scheduler Needed

We need your help! We are looking for an Acolyte
leader. This behind-the-scenes job is not hard or time
consuming. Acolyte training is done by the Pastor. All you
need to do is schedule the acolytes for the 9am and
11am services. Once you set up the schedule, parents are
responsible for finding a sub if there is a scheduling
conflict. Please contact Ken Smith if you have any
guestions. This important leadership role is an easy way
to serve and, as an added benefit, any acolytes in your
family get first dibs on the schedule.

Creative Blessings News

Creative Blessings has resumed meeting on the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of each month from 6 - 8pm in the church
library. The main goal is to have prayer shawls for anyone
in need of comfort — they do NOT need to be church
members. Please call Sharon St.Clair (210.651.9090) if
you have questions or have a need for a prayer shawl.

Sound And Livestream Team News

The Sound and Livestream Team (SALT) is recruiting your
body!! This is a wonderful and fulfilling ministry that
supports both live and telecasted services. Please
consider supporting this ministry. If you can work a
smart phone, that's all
the technical experience
you need. Trust me, it is
not hard! If Ken Smith
can learn how to do it,
anyone can. If we can get
enough folks (young
teens to old fogies that
can climb the stairs to the loft), then you might serve
every 4th to 5th Sunday. Send an email to Ken Smith or
Christie Brinkman if you have any questions.

I_{elp with the
Livestream

Front Door Refinishing

D2 Doors will be staining and refinishing the front doors
to the church on Monday, June 14, weather permitting. If
you need to stop by the church offices that day, please
call first (210.651.9090) so we can tell you how to
navigate around the work site.


mailto:administrator@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:administrator@triumphantlutheran.org
mailto:kssmith1022@gmail.com
mailto:musicarol820@gmail.com
mailto:kssmith1022@gmail.com
mailto:musicarol820@gmail.com
mailto:kssmith1022@gmail.com
mailto:kssmith1022@gmail.com
mailto:christie.brinkman@satx.rr.com

By Mary Gandolfo

Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is the way;
walk in it.” — Isaiah 30:21 NIV

? f you are anything like me, certain voices resonate throughout your
lifetime. | hear their words and am often convicted by them. My mother
— wow, could she convict me! Her favorite saying was something along the

lines of “do the right thing even if it isn’t fun, or your first choice, or your let
second choice.” Her overall statement was to do what was best for all everyone
concerned. | may have mentioned this to you before, but | am reminded ii;li:lcé{;;
every day how right she was. Her voice still guides me in the decisions that | '

make. | have to be reminded that | am not the only one here.

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow
to speak and slow to become angry, for anger does not bring about the T
righteous life that God desires. — James 1:19 —20 NIV Ssoweoak

slow to anger ...

Have you ever had a conversation with someone who really didn’t listen to
what you were saying? It may have seemed as if their own voice was the only
one they needed to hear, and so, by extension, the only one you needed to
hear. | admit to being like that sometimes. | have something to say and you are GOING to hear me! But is that
really the best way to learn about your neighbor, family members, or brothers and sisters in Christ?

James 1:19, NRSV

Life during the pandemic has been hard! We have not used some of our communication skills as often and it
shows. We don’t exhibit the kind of patience necessary to really hear and heed what others are saying. What
happens next? We get antsy ... you know ... like you want to say “Just get to the point!” Hurt feelings and
anger can develop. Then we are no longer communicating — we are just making noise. Is this really the kind
of noise God wants to hear from us?

Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom | love.
Listen to him!” — Mark 9:7 NIV

The Good Steward is only human, and can fall into the trap of listening only to respond instead of to actually
understand what is being said. The Good Steward is also a forgiven child of God. We have a chance to listen
to Jesus. We have a chance to understand His message about loving our neighbors and, in some cases, to
better understand our neighbor. We hear Jesus in the words of scripture, in the words of our friends, family
members, and neighbors. We may hear Jesus in the groans from those who are frustrated and tired. We may
hear Jesus in the laughter and joy of those around us. We may hear Jesus in the way we treat others and the
way they treat us. Hmmm, then we think about what just happened. | invite you to join me as | continue to
learn about slowing down and really listening to the world around me — this Good Steward needs to learn
that lesson again every day. | pray that you hear Jesus today and every day, with a heart ready to

really listen to Him. Amen.



April 2021 Financials

KEY POINTS:

¥ Bottom Line: Total Net Income for April was -$869. Total Net Income YTD is -$23,209. See
the Financial Summary at the bottom of the page for more detail.

¥ General Offering. Weekly Offering through April was $123,816, net -$8,463 against
programmed. ECP’s Preschool program has resumed and is helping, but this will likely be a
slow rebuild, most of the year. Also, the bigfreeze damaged the ECP facilities quite a bit.

¥ Building Fund: Bldg Fund Income through April was $31,530, net +$1,162 against our
required mortgage, thanks to some one-time qifts.

¥ Going Forward: We have strong reserves. That said, last year ended well because we
received PPP loan benefits of $87 600. We do not qualify for the Round 2 PPPin 2021.
The ECP will be rebuilding in 2021, but it will take the whole year if not longer. Bottom line,
there will likely be a need to support normal operations with $50-80K from Reservesin
2021, barring additional revenue from other than PPP. We are exploring one other
potential source now. It will not be as large as the 2020 PPP (possibly 1/37), but will of course
be helpful. Big Freeze repair costs also remain in front of us. Insurance will offset somewhat.
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April 2021 Month End Financial Summary
NET INCOME ANNUAL BUDGET

[Columnl April Year To Date
Operating Income $44,298 v 5L 8 Operating Income $695,005
Operating Expenses 547,426 Syl =Ry B Bldg Fund Income $91,104
Net Operating Income Other Income $4,438
Bldg & Designated Income $10,820 $39,827 TOTAL INCOME $790,597
Bldg & Designated Expenses $8,561 $35,703 Operating Expenses $729,808
Net Designated Income $2,259 $4,124 Debt Service $91,104

TOTAL NET INCOME

TOTAL EXPENSES

$820,912




Ron & Judy Pratt

Bill & Marilyn Winters
Donald & Mellissa Zipp
Erik & Alissa Etrheim
Andrew & Jennifer Feutz

2 Landon Theilengerdes
4 Brian Krauss

6 Will Denton, Ron Glazener,
Raymond Pape, Adam Richter,
Carrie Skaggs, Cody Whitaker

7 Jaycee Feutz, Hannelore Kestler,
Jo Ann Mattison

8 Cheryl Cox

9 Jessica Anderson, Terry Frost,
Jason Henderson, Cindy Lawson,
Steven Lawson

14 Shelly Wilcox

15 Eugene Huhndorf,
Gryphon Skaggs, Chris St.Clair

16 Kenneth Weber

19 Lisa Gallo, Charles Snyder

20 Wesley Wade, Josh Weinhardt
22 John Schultz, Alexander Webster
25 Emily Gonzales, Micah Haug

Melinda Cruz & Jim Balderas
Bill & Judie Waechter

Dorothy & Charles Mire

Aaron & Vernell Theilengerdes
Bob & Janice Pfotenhauer
David & Beth Abraham

Caleb & Alex Geleske

Rodney & Corina Leachman
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13 Joyce & Jerry Cox

14 Jason & Jill Gordon
20 Amy & Danny Coronado
21 Rick & Lisa Andersen
21 Skip & Karen Courter
21 Dennis & Mary Feuge
23 Bill & Kathy Cuddy

23 Lars & Mary Langenes
27 Tim & Sheila Fetter
27 Chris & Silke Williams
30 Charles & Amy Beierle

27 Tristan Arvidson, Kristen Lowe,
Helen Pratt

28 Sandy Royston
29 Grace Phillips
30 Tammy Pope

In Loving Mewmory

William (Bill) Shook (Father of Gordon v
Hengst) +4-22-2021

Kenneth Ehlert (Cousin of Laurie
Huhndorf) +4-22-2021

Ray Wofford (Former TLC Member) Samuel Leonard
+4-28-2021 (Relative of Aaron and

Becki Smith (Friend of Bryann Wells) Vernell Theilengerdes)

<

£54-2021 +5-10-2021

i i Heath Hudson (Friend of the
D P k (F fM t
onnaRot?itr:;Zn)( 126.2?2821 argare Winterses) +5-12-2021

. : Mary Rose Carlson (Wife of
Dennis Deason (Brother-in-law of Nancy
Patchin) +5-11-2021 Robert Carlson) +5-15-2021



We Grow in Christ to Serve Others.
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Please send submissions for the July edition of The Trumpet to newsletter@triumphantlutheran.org by Sunday, June 20.

Triumphant Lutheran Worship Services

Sundays at 9am, 11am, and 5pm in the Sanctuary

Church Emaiils

Click here for online worship on YouTube.

Live Stream Worship: Sundays at 9:00am

Preschool: Monday - Friday, 9am - 1:45pm
Mother’s Day Out: Returning in Fall 2021

Website: triumphantlutheran.org
(210) 651-9090

New Braunfels’
- 12 miles

Natural Bridge Caverns Rd.l FM 3009

§
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1-35
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Nacogdoches Rd.
Church

Triumphant Lutheran
21315 Bat Cave Rd.

downtown San Antonio
- 20 miles
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